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PANAMA CITY SYMPHONY
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The St. Joe Community Foundation
for being our

Grand Marquee Sponsor
Community Outreach & Music Education
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FOR PEOPLE WHO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY IN 

N O R T H W E S T  F L O R I D A  S I N C E  1 9 9 9







Dear Audience,

I am thrilled to introduce our new music series, 
Musically Up Close! This series reflects our 
commitment to bringing the beauty of chamber 
music to our community, drawing audiences closer 
to both the musicians and the rich stories behind 

each composition. These events take place 
in Panama City’s downtown City 

Hall rotunda, offering a unique and 
personal concert experience.

We extend our heartfelt gratitude 
to Panama City’s Parks, Culture 

and Recreation Department 
for their generous support in 
underwriting this series.  

Message sponsored by
Dr. Paul & Shirley Stanley

Decatur, Illinois

Warm Regards, 

Music Director & Conductor

Scan QR code for information 
about Musically Up Close 



Sergey Bogza, described as 
"a charismatic conductor 

whose passion radiates from the 
podium" (The Virginian-Pilot), is 
known for his unique approach 
to working with orchestras and 
engaging audiences on and off the 
podium.  In his third year as the 
Music Director of the Panama City 
Symphony, he leads masterworks 
and holiday concerts, curates a 
monthly chamber music series, 
and serves as the Director of 
Music Education.  In 2024, he was 
named the Music Director and 
Conductor of the Youngstown 
Symphony Orchestra and has made 
his professional debut with the 
Alabama Symphony Orchestra 
and the Alabama Ballet.  Bogza has 
previously held Music Director 
roles with orchestras such as the 
Millikin-Decatur Symphony 
Orchestra, Willmar Symphony, and 
Heartland Symphony Orchestra.

Equally comfortable leading 
productions of opera, ballet, 

and concert repertoire, Bogza’s 
energy and artistic integrity are 
highly regarded by audiences 
and musicians alike.  He has been 
awarded top prizes at international 
conducting competitions and is 
an active composer of symphonic 
and chamber music.  Combining 
the roles of a conductor and a 
composer, the premieres of his 
works are enthusiastically received 
by audiences and musical ensembles 
across the United States and 
Europe.

As a guest conductor, Bogza 
cultivates a burgeoning 

international presence that 

has brought him engagements 
in the USA and Europe with        
orchestras, ballet companies, 
and festivals.  He has guest 
conducted musicians of the 
Minnesota Orchestra, Virginia 
Beach Symphony, Pazardzhik 
Symphony Orchestra, Sheboygan 
Symphony Orchestra, Auburn 
Symphony Orchestra, Illinois 
Valley Symphony Orchestra, and 
Gwinnett Symphony Orchestra.  
Bogza also served as an assistant 
conductor for Joffrey Ballet’s 
100-year anniversary production 
of The Rite of Spring, and 
the University of Minnesota’s 
Benjamin Britten’s Peace Project, 
which combined the musical talents 
of students from North America 
and Germany, culminating in the 
critically acclaimed performances of 
Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem 
in the USA and abroad.  For three 
consecutive summers, he was 
selected to conduct public concerts 
of the B-Minor Mass, St. Matthew 
Passion, and the Christmas 
Oratorio at the Oregon Bach 
Festival.  

Bogza is responsible for 
a number of successful 

collaborations and is regarded for 
his sensitive approach.  In 2017, 
he engaged an award-winning 
choreographer, Roger Van Fleteren, 
to present an abridged version 
of Prokofiev’s ballet Romeo and 
Juliet and the fruitful relationship 
led to future projects with The 
Alabama Ballet.  That same year, 
Bogza conducted two sold-out 
performances of The Moscow 
Ballet’s The Great Russian 
Nutcracker, a production that 

included the company’s professional 
dancers, 120 community dancers, 
and a local children’s chorus.  In 
2018, in collaboration with Millikin 
University’s School of Theatre and 
Dance, Bogza led three sold-out 
performances of The Phantom of the 
Opera and productions of Pirates of 
Penzance, Menotti’s The Medium, 
and Barber’s A Hand of Bridge.  
At the University of Minnesota, 
he led the workshop premiere 
of two operas, Sister Carrie and 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern Are 
Dead, by Grammy-winning composer 
Robert Aldridge and assisted with 
productions of Così fan tutte, 
Falstaff, and Bartered Bride, among 
others.

Off the podium, Bogza is an 
endurance athlete who regularly 

competes in ultra-marathons and 
long-distance bike rides.  Having won 
gold medals and finished over a dozen 
races, his future aspirations include 
competing for The Triple Crown and 
Badwater 135.  Bogza trains with his 
two Belgian Malinois dogs, Samson 
and Stella, and is an avid chef of 
Slavic cuisine.

Sergey Bogza
Music Director and Conductor
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February 7, 2025, 2:30 pm
Victor Shlyakhtenko, Piano

2024 Emerging Artists Competition Winner, College 
Division

Free Admission

March 7, 2025, 2:30 pm
Teddy Branson & French Horn

Free Admission

April 4, 2025, 2:30 pm
Jim Colvin & the Bass Trombone

Free Admission

Thursday, April 17, 2025, 6 pm
Mary Matthews, Flutist

Flutelore
VIP $50 for 2; $10 General

May 2, 2025, 2:30 pm
Baroque Journeys

Free Admission

Fountain Five Wind Quartet 
after Their October 4, 2024 

Musically Up Close Performance

presented by
PANAMA CITY PARKS, CULTURE & RECREATION 

and
PANAMA CITY SYMPHONY

in the 
City Hall Rotunda

MUSICALLY UP CLOSE



3 East 8th Street
Panama City, Florida

850-348-6490

PREMIER AESTHETICS SCHOOL IN PANAMA CITY, FL

I N S T I T U T E  O F  A E S T H E T I C S
T H E  S C I E N C E  O F  S K I N  S T A R T S  H E R E

s t e p h a n i e @ t h e a r t o f s k i n . i n s t i t u t e



Pizzas Subs Entrees &
Catering

Desserts Soups Beverages Salads

2810 Thomas Drive ,  Panama City Beach,  Fl2810 Thomas Drive ,  Panama City Beach,  Fl

(850) 588-8244
paparazzipizzapcb.com



 Music is a more potent instrument than any other for education 
because rhythm and harmony find their way 
into the inward places of the soul. 
	 – Plato (Source: The Republic)

Make Music Magic
Kindergarten - 2nd Grade
Designed for our youngest audiences, Make Music Magic 
creates awareness and appreciation for the ‘language’ of 
music. This program guides students as they listen and share 

their thoughts 
associated with a 
variety of music 
genres. The 
program includes 
interactive 
singing, clapping 
to various beats 
and melodies, 

imaginative exercises, and discovering how music can express 
emotion and connect them to others.

Guest Artist Outreach & Masterclasses
In addition to being world-class performers, the 
Symphony’s guest artists are educators and community 
builders. Throughout 
the season, the 
Symphony’s 
guest artists teach 
masterclasses in local 
high schools and 
colleges, perform for 
students, and play 
a vital role in the 
community leading up to their concert appearance with 

the Symphony. Artists 
perform recitals at 
Musically Up Close 
events, retirement 
communities, high 
schools and colleges.

 Discovering Music
3rd Grade - 5th Grade
Featuring musician ensembles, Discovering Music helps 
students explore the ‘ingredients’ of music. To engage curious 
young 
minds, the 
Panama City 
Symphony 
conductor 
and musicians 
demonstrate 
distinctive 
attributes 
of musical 
instruments and convey how these unique attributes provide 
the ‘recipe’ for creating a full musical performance. Students 
actively listen to discover how music is built, observe 
individual instrument demonstrations, learn how melody 
connects the senses, and interactively learn through narrated 
stories.

Moments with the Maestro
Hosted by the Panama City Center for the Arts, the 
interactive lectures take place from 4:00-5:00 pm on the 
Friday before each Masterworks concert. The Maestro and 
guest artists share thoughts behind the selections, history of 
the composers and their works,  and the nuances to listen for 
during the concert.

 

→
Enjoy photos & learn more 

about our music education programs 
on the next two pages!

Panama City Symphony offers innovative, interactive music 
education programs to all ages to foster music appreciation, 
build confidence, and nurture talent.

MUSIC 
EDUCATION
The Heartbeat of Panama City Symphony





MUSIC EDUCATION
The Heartbeat of Panama City Symphony

Symphony organizations have long noted the need to have music education specific to early education, effecting 
improved math and language skills, improved test scores, heightened listening skills and increased creativity.

Panama City Symphony
Mentoring Program
The Panama City Symphony’s 
Mentoring Program places advanced 
musicians (9th grade and beyond) 
with a mentor who guides and serves 
as an intermediary between the 
conductor and the orchestra. Mentees 
shadow experienced musicians during 
rehearsals and concert performances, 
receiving high-level orchestral training 
in a nurturing and professional 
environment. Panama City Symphony 
often invites mentees to participate in 
community outreach performances. 
Since 2009, forty (40) students 
have been mentored representing 
homeschools, public and private high 
schools in Bay and Walton counties, and 
Gulf Coast State College. Taliah Bohlen 
will continue as a mentee in 2024-25.

Panama City Symphony aims to inspire the next 
generation of musicians!

Emerging Artists 
Competition
The inaugural Emerging Artists 
Competition was held in June 2024 
at Gulf Coast State College Amelia 
G. Tapper Center and will return 
bi-annually. Winners receive exciting 
cash prizes and awards and perform 
with various Panama City Symphony 
events and recitals in the year 
following a competitions.  
Judges were Maestro Sergey Bogza, 
Music Director and Conductor, 
Panama City Symphony; Dr. 
Gregory Jones, Associate Dean of 
Engagement, College of Music – 
FSU; and Erika Sciascia, Panama City 
Symphony Concertmaster. Sharing 
the stage as accompanists for the 
finalists at Panama City Symphony’s 
Emerging Artists Competition were 
Valerie Trujillo and Mikayla Rogers.

Pictured are the 2023 - 2024 mentees (L to R) with Music 
Director Sergey Bogza: Emily Kent (violin), Taliah 
Bohlen (violin), and Sarah Vaden (french horn).

    I want to send my warmest 
thank you to everyone who has 
helped me grow into a better 
musician for the past two years. 
I am not sure where I would be 
without all your support, love, and 
guidance. You have taught me not 
to be afraid of new challenges but 
to instead face them with courage. 
You have pushed me to be better 
and more importantly, strive for 
greatness. I am so grateful for the 
opportunities provided by you and 
the wisdom imparted on me along 
the way.  Thank you, thank you.   
I hope to see you all again soon! 

My best wishes, 
Emily Kent

Grand Prize Winner - High School Division
Croft “Didi” Stone, violin

Grand Prize Winner - College Division 
Victor Shlyakhtenko, piano

College Division - Second Place
Sam Parrini, violin

College Division – Third Place 
Antonio Jarvey, saxophone

The talent you attracted with the 
competition was incredible! 

~Ben Keating

I’m eternally grateful to all who made 
Emerging Artists Competition an 
enjoyable and wonderful experience.

~Sam Vaillancourt 



LOCATIONS

www.allstateconstruction.com Specializing In:

K-12 Education, Higher Education, Correctional Facility, State 
and Local Government, Recreational / Parks, Healthcare and 
Other Public Client Projects

5718 Tower Road
Tallahassee, FL 32303
Tel. 850.514.1004

Corporate

8640 Philips Hwy, #23
Jacksonville, FL 32256
Tel. 904.388.9845

Northeast Florida

220 Forest Park Circle
Panama City, FL 32405
Tel. 850.408.0618

Northwest Florida

1301 SW 37th Ave, #105
Ocala, FL 34474
Tel. 352.401.3699

Central Florida

4509 N. Nebraska Ave.
Tampa, FL 33603
Tel. 813.231.2525

Tampa Bay Area

1007 Jernigan Street
Perry, GA 31069
Tel. 478.224.8686

South Georgia

327 Daholenga St., 1702B
Cumming, GA 30040
Tel. 470.297.5238

Northeast Georgia

1205 Bellevue Avenue
Dublin, GA 31021
Tel. 478.297.2765

Northwest Georgia

Construction Management • Design-Build • General Contractor
Sponsors of The Panama City Symphony’s “Discovering Music” Program

Florida General Contractor 
CGC1518758

Pictured: Gretchen Nelson Scott Fine Arts Center 
Constructed by Allstate Construction, Inc.



JEWELRY RAFFLE FOR 
PANAMA CITY SYMPHONY

Platinum Vintage Art Deco Designed Ring 
with 18K White Gold Accents

Featuring a Stunning 1.55 Carat Burmese Oval Ruby 
Accented with .52 Carats of Round Brilliant Diamonds!

850.624.1681
www.pcjeweler.com

830 Ohio Ave.
Lynn Haven, FL

F i n e  D e s i g n e r  Jewe l r y  H a n d m a de  by  D av i d  Ad a m s o n

Winning Ticket 
will be Drawn 

at Season Finale on 
April 12, 2024.

Winner does not need 
to be present to win.

Purchase Raffle 
Tickets Online 
or in the Foyer 



It’s Opening Night is displayed in the foyer on concert nights.  
Raffle tickets may be purchased online or in the foyer on concert nights. 

The winner’s name will be drawn at the season finale on April 12, 2025. 
Winner need not be present to win.

Expressing 
heartfelt 

appreciation to 
the orchestra 

musicians, 
It’s Opening Night 

is a donated art 
piece created by 
local glass artist 
Dr. Marlene East, 

President, Panama 
City Symphony 

Board of Directors.

Getting ready for 
the season opener, 

the violinist 
ponders honoring 
the leadership of 
Maestro Bogza 

and the composers 
of the pieces to 
be performed 

by Panama City 
Symphony in the 

24/25 season.

“It ’ s  Opening Night!”

Purchase 
Tickets Online



Must-See Symphony Concerts!Must-See Symphony Concerts!

Barbara W. Nelson
Fine Arts Center
Bay High School

1200 Harrison Ave
Panama City, FL

Tickets &
Information

Season Finale!

Season 
Subscriptions for 

the 2025-26 Season 
Open at this 

Concert!



SPONSORSHIPS
• Event Presenting Sponsor - Toyota
• Rock-n-Roll Sponsor - $3,000.00 - 1 Available
• Renaissance Sponsor - Vistage, FL, Art                  

Kimbrough
• Table Sponsor - $1,500.00 - Only 3 Remain

DETAILS
• 50/50 Drawing!
• Cash Bar
• Table-Style Seating for 8
• ITALIAN BUFFET BY 
   PAPARAZZI PIZZA

◦ Greek Salad, Garlic Knots 
Chicken Picatta, Cheese Lasagna Rollatini, 
Eggplant Rollatini

◦ Banana Pudding

LIMITED SEATING, PURCHASE TICKETS EARLY! 

$80 per person

AN UNFORGETTABLE 
FUSION OF SOUND!
Musicians of the Musicians of the PANAMA CITY SYMPHONY 
and THE WILL THOMPSON BAND join forces 
for a breathtaking night that spans 
centuries. Be captivated as orchestra 
musicians deliver classics from the 
RENAISSANCE to the modern era while 
the band ignites the stage with the raw 
power of 
one-of-a-kind event is a must-see for all 
music lovers!

A Fundraiser Benefiting 
PANAMA CITY SYMPHONY

TO PURCHASE  TABLES & 
SPONSORSHIPS
Call (850) 785-7677 
or email
operations@panamacitysymphony.org

Thursday, Feb 20, 2025   6 - 9 pm
RESERVATION DEADLINE - FEB 13, 2025

CAPTAIN ANDERSON’S EVENT CENTER
5550 N LAGOON DR, #2

PANAMA CITY BEACH

Roc-- Rol
TO

Sold Out!





Savor the freshest and most delicious oysters on the Panama City Oyster Trail. 
Celebrating the Gulf’s bounty, the trail takes you on an exciting adventure 
through some of the city’s most renowned seafood restaurants, showcasing 
the diverse ways oysters are prepared, from classic raw oysters on the half 
shell to creative oyster dishes that will tantalize your taste buds.

E X P E R I E N C E  T H E  PA N A M A  C I T Y  OYST E R  T R A I L
THE HIDDEN SECRETS FOR THE BEST OYSTERS

EXPLORE THE
OYSTER TRAIL!



#FPLCares

At Florida Power & Light Company we are working 

together with the communities we serve to make Florida 

an even better place to raise a family and do business.





HelloCU.com
Federally Insured by NCUA.

Want to keep that grin on your face?
With consumer-friendly financial solutions and a 
community-oriented attitude, Hello Credit Union 

o�ers a happier way to bank. 

Welcome to the sunnyside of money.

Music that’s
sure to put a

SMILE on your

F A C E

Hello Credit Union proudly supports
the Panama City Symphony





Panama City Symphony expresses gratitude to our season subscribers! 
Your support brings pride and wonderment to the people of NW Florida

through symphonic music as a fine art and music education. 
Season subscribers are Baton Level Donors who enjoy having the same seats reserved for each concert! 

As a heartfelt thank-you from the Symphony, 
Baton Level Donors receive invitations to the annual Symphony Soiree VIP event.
Baton levels are based on subscriptions to the Masterworks Concert Series.

PURPLE BATON
Paul & Lana Jane Lewis-Brent
Dr. Jaimie & Brian Brock 
Jo Chonko
Marilyn & Kenneth Gummels
Thomas G. & Donna P. McCoy

RED BATON
AR Homes, 
	 Brian & Jessica Baber
Dean & Nancy Beckman
Tina Brown & Charles 
	 William Mcdaniel
L. J. & Hope Burton
Coastal Metals Recycling, 
	 Nathan & Ann Miller 
Denise & Kurt Cox
Dunlap & Shipman, P.A., 
	 Michael P. Dickey
Daphne Dove-Peirce
Michael, Ann, & Paul Grabner
Hunter & Suzanne Harman
Carole Harper
Rita Whitaker-Haun
Michael Hauser& Mary Riehle
Innovations Financial Credit 		
	 Union
Art & Michelle Kimbrough
LASC Aviation, Inc. 
	 Leigh Anne & Rusty Miller
Jack & Frances Lloyd
Steve & Jeannie Millaway
Mike & Laura Mitchell
Yvonne Traynham
Trustmark Bank, 
	 Joe & Kerry Holt  

GREEN BATON 
The Appliance Center, Bob & 	
	 Rezy Hurst 
ASAP Carpet & Floor Care, 		
	 Robert Griffin 

Rob & Susan Blue 
James & Karen Dawson
Florida Health Connector, Inc., 	
	 Lawrence Deutsch 
Deanna & Bill Garrett
Candis Harbison & Al Clare
Sage Style & Gift, 
	 Anne Shores Lockrem 
Leslie Moffitt
Sarah Woods, 
	 Cove Yoga & Wellness

YELLOW BATON
Douglas & Kathryn Arent
Walter & Frances Arnold
Karen Azzaro & Gregg 		
	 Pennington
David A. Barnes
Valerie & Bill Barnes
Paul & Leah Bell
Mila & Raymond Bentz
Robert & Barbara Britson
Linda & Jim Brunner
Dorothy Burton
John & Libby Byam
Carmichael & Sonya Caldwell
Frances Carey
Larry & Kim Carroll
Lois Carter & William Schilling
Joyce L. Clark
Christa Colvin
Melanie & Ryan Cox
Brad & Karen Custer
Jim Dickerson, State Farm Ins. Co.
Lori & Bill Divine
H. Jared Doster
Kenneth & Christina Doucette
Brian & Beverly Dusseault
Joanne & Phil Embry
Steven Errington
Al & Biljana Feinstein 
Marilyn & Bill Fenimore

Elyse & John Fishel
Larry & Amy Fletcher
Dr. Stefanie & Dan Gall
Ron & Connie George
Joe & Ellen Gerlecz
Norbert & Constance Gittard
Michele Hampton
Tom Heifner & Arlene Shaheen 
Col. William & Thérése Henry
Seaborn & Wanda Howell 
Camilla & Jerry Jimmerson
Doug & Cheryl Karr
Kenneth & Barbara Kerwin
Joshua Kim & Sydney Zeigler
Linda M. Klein
Suzie Kogot
Eric & Laurie Krebs
Irina Lebedeva
Stanley & Joy Levanduski
John R. Lewis
Lucy & Bill Lewis
Dr. Jennifer McAtee
Margaret Moore
Eileen Mortenson
Eric & Heidi Nolte
Joe & Marion Ogelsby
Marlene & Jerry Radtke
Dean & Tina Resch
Carol W. Rogers
Jimy Thorpe & Marta Rose-Thorpe
Linda Silverstein
Mark & Becky Stedman
Danielle Streichert 
Bill & Mary Kay Thompson
James & Pamela Trowbridge
Roy & Sue Trueman
Donald Walker
Steve & Teresa Wiggins
Jean & Jared Wilson
Rick & Jane Wolf-Weston 
Cindy & Jim Wolf
Kate Wolverton

Season Subscribers



WHITE
Bob Albers
Kat Andrews
Marci Atkins
Raymon Bauer
Nancy G. Boyd
Howard & Nancy Brown
Donna M. Campbell
Lorraine Caposole
Elizabeth Clark
Nancy Coleal
Linda C. Cox
Margaret Cox
Sofia Dunesand
Joanne & Robert Goetz
Karen L. Gunsaullus
Elizabeth Harris & Dale Branham
Benjamin Hartman
Linda Horne
Ann Aldrich Logue
Carol Love
Scott Lowery
Gwen Lundgard
Janet McCall
Lorena Gonzalez McCall
Ardyce McCaw
David Mercer
Lara Mitchell
Jodi C. Moore
Cindy Mulla
Deborah Murphy
Mary Jo Myers
Billy Nunn
Robert Oldham
John Poreider
Dr. Michael & Thelma Rohan
Carol Ronan
Linda R. Slinkard
Charissa Thacker
Pamela Turnbull
Sandra Whitmore
Jerry Whitworth
Lee Wood

PATRON
Lynn Andrews
John & Barbara Auzins
Gail Bannister
Alice & Elizabeth Barron Bobe
John Brannon
Melanie Breman
Roland & Cary Brewton
Steve Brumm
Chris & Claire Calohan
Ben & Deb Collins
Carol Collins
Jacqueline Crow
Rev. Bob & Dr. Priscilla Daffin
Bridget Darling
Davie H. Doescher
Vicki Doolittle
Cynthia B. Duke
Arlena C. Falcon
Terry Gabreski
Scott Gilchrist
Martha P. Greeson
Jacqui Gueft
Adele Ham
Susan G. Hurst
Trina Klein
Maureen Knipper
Lois Lawrence
Bob & Linda Livingston
Wanda Luckie
Ramona Mathis
Kristy & Bruce McMellon
Eugene & Muriel Metcalf
Nancy Lewis Moore
Peggy Mullins
Ada Mullis
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Pankuch
David & Linda Pearce
Marcia Pell
Janice E. Perles
Pam Ramirez
Anthony & Pamela Ramsden
Michael & Gaye Ryon
David Smith
Noelle Smith
Robert & Judy Stapleton

Crook Stewart
Renae Stueve
Arlene Walter
Glenda & Leon Walters
Jerry F. White 
Jerome Widrig
James Zeigler

Season Subscribers



1151 Bayview Ave | 850-763-8427 | On Historic St. Andrews Marina
Open Daily 11am-10pm | UncleErniesBayfrontGrill.com

Fresh Florida Seafood | Famous Top Deck
Craft Beer | Live Entertainment | Stunning Sunsets

FEATURED ITEM

FILET IMPERIAL
WITH LOBSTER TAIL





Todd C. Brister
Attorney at Law

(850) 215-7885

744 Harrison Avenue744 Harrison Avenue
Panama City, FL 32401Panama City, FL 32401
tbrister@knology.nettbrister@knology.net
tbristerlaw.comtbristerlaw.com



PANAMA CITY SYMPHONY MUSICIANS
Sergey Bogza, Music Director and Conductor

RACHMANINOFF AND THE GOLDEN AGE OF CINEMA
FLUTE
Brenna Wiinanen *
Beatriz Roth

OBOE
Amy Selkirk *
Noel Prokop-Seaton

CLARINET
John Divine *
Connor Croasmun 

BASSOON
Josie Whiteis*
Hannah Farmer 

HORN
Teddy Branson *
Brianna Nay
Giovanni Pereira
Thomas Langston

TRUMPET
Paul Morelli*
Mitch Bouington
Jeff Tinch 

TROMBONE
Grant Keel *
Mike Slinkard
Jim Colvin 

TUBA
Jim Langenberg * 

PERCUSSION
Eric Krebs*
Jordan Hale
Alyssa Coleman
Seth Edewaard

HARP
Rebekah Atkinson 

VIOLIN I
Erika Sciascia
	 Concertmaster
Yasya Brown
	 Assistant Concertmaster
Lambert Hsieh
Nicole Vega
Thomas Roggio
Gabrielle Dietrich
Allen Knight
Tara Bohlen
Maria Mendez

VIOLIN II
Alexander Meneses *
Isaiah Richter
Ana Meneses
Price Sukhia
Alyssa Albert
Sarah Lauderdale

Hannah Bohlen
Taliah Bohlen
 	 Mentored Student 

VIOLA
Allyson Royal *
Caroline Bruns
Philip Richards
Joshua Singletary
Molly Stephens 

CELLO
Angelese Pepper *
Turner Sperry
Caroline Keen
David Lescalleet
Laura Milanes-Lescalleet
Don Brown
Jamie Simonsen
Alison Haney

BASS
David Goldflies *
Max Levesque
John Palensky
Megan Baker

Tom Sontag,
Volunteer Assistant Librarian

* Principal



Sergei Rachmaninoff	 Piano Concerto No. 2, 33’
(1873 – 1943)
	 Ilya Yakushev, piano

Erich Wolfgang Korngold	 The Adventures of Robinhood, 7’
(1897 – 1957)	
	 Old England   			 
	 Robinhood and His Merry Men

Bernard Herrmann	 Psycho Suite, 10’
(1911 – 1975)

Maurice Jarre	 Prelude & Lara’s Theme from Doctor Zhivago (arr. Palmer), 7’
(1924 – 2009)

Miklós Rózsa	 Parade of the Charioteers from “Ben Hur”, 4’
(1907 – 1995)

Sergei Rachmaninoff	 Vocalise (arr. Rachmaninoff), 6’
(1873 – 1943)

Erich Wolfgang Korngold	 The Adventures of Robinhood, 7’
(1897 – 1957)	 The Fight, Victory and Epilogue

PANAMA CITY SYMPHONY
Presents

RACHMANINOFF & THE GOLDEN AGE OF CINEMA
January 11, 7:00 pm & Sunday, January 12, 2:30 pm

Barbara W. Nelson Fine Arts Center
Bay High School, Panama City, Florida

Intermis s ion



Russian pianist Ilya Yakushev, with 
many awards and honors to his credit, 

continues to astound and mesmerize 
audiences at major venues on three 
continents.

In the 2023-24 season, Ilya Yakushev 
performed as piano soloist with San 

Luis Obispo Symphony, St. Petersburg 
Philharmonic, Glacier Symphony, and 
Panama City Symphony in addition to over 
40 recitals in North America and Europe.

Highlights of Yakushev’s 2024-25 
season include return appearances 

with Cheyenne Symphony, Panama City 
Symphony, and Glacier Symphony, as well 
as a performance with the Youngstown 
Symphony.

In February 2014, British label Nimbus 
Records published “Prokofiev Sonatas 

Vol. 1” CD. American Record Guide wrote 
“Yakushev is one of the very best young 
pianists before the public today, and it doesn’t 

seem to matter what repertoire he plays – it 
is all of the highest caliber”. Volume 2 was 
published in January 2017, as well as an all-
Russian repertoire CD in September 2017.

In past seasons, he has performed in various 
prestigious venues worldwide, including 

Glinka Philharmonic Hall (St. Petersburg), 
Victoria Hall (Singapore), Weill Recital 
Hall at Carnegie Hall (New York), Davies 
Symphony Hall (San Francisco), and Sejong 
Performing Arts Center (Seoul, Korea). His 
performances with orchestra include those 
with the Mariinsky Theatre Orchestra, St. 
Petersburg Philharmonic, San Francisco 
Symphony, BBC Concert Orchestra, Boston 
Pops, Rochester Philharmonic, Utah 
Symphony, and many others.

Winner of the 2005 World Piano 
Competition which took place in 

Cincinnati, OH, Mr. Yakushev received his 
f irst award at age 12 as a prizewinner of 
the Young Artists Concerto Competition 
in his native St. Petersburg. In 1997, he 
received the Mayor of St. Petersburg’s Young 
Talents award, and in both 1997 and 1998, 
he won First Prize at the Donostia Hiria 
International Piano Competition in San 
Sebastian, Spain. In 1998, he received a 
national honor, The Award for Excellence 
in Performance, presented to him by 
the Minister of Culture of the Russian 
Federation in Moscow. Most recently, 
Mr. Yakushev became a recipient of the 
prestigious Gawon International Music 
Society’s Award in Seoul, Korea.

Mr. Yakushev attended the Rimsky-
Korsakov College of Music in his native 

St. Petersburg, Russia, and subsequently 
came to New York City to attend Mannes 
College of Music where he studied with 
legendary pianist Vladimir Feltsman. Ilya 
Yakushev is a Yamaha artist.

Guest Artist, Ilya Yakushev



RACHMANINOFF & THE GOLDEN AGE OF CINEMA 
Program Notes

Compiled by Sergey Bogza

Erich Wolfgang Korngold       
The Adventures of Robinhood
estimated duration: 7 minutes

Korngold’s vibrant score for The Adventures of Robin 
Hood (1938) set a new standard for film music, blending 
orchestral richness with thrilling swashbuckling themes. 
Drawing on his background as a classical composer, 
Korngold’s music exudes drama and heroism, mirroring the 
daring escapades of Robin Hood and his merry band. The 
seven-minute excerpt captures the essence of Errol Flynn’s 
legendary portrayal, with lush melodies and dramatic 
flourishes that evoke the excitement and romance of 
Sherwood Forest. Korngold’s groundbreaking work earned 
him an Academy Award and solidified his legacy as one of 
Hollywood’s greatest film composers.

Bernard Herrmann		                             
Psycho Suite
estimated duration: 10 minutes

Few film scores have left as indelible a mark as Bernard 
Herrmann’s music for Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho 
(1960). The suite features the iconic shrieking strings 
of the infamous shower scene, a sound that has become 

synonymous with psychological terror. Herrmann’s stark, 
all-string orchestra intensifies the claustrophobic tension 
and unease of the film, reflecting the fractured minds of 
its characters. The suite masterfully alternates between 
moments of eerie calm and frenzied dissonance, cementing 
Herrmann’s reputation as a master of suspenseful scoring.

Maurice Jarre			
Prelude & Lara’s Theme from Doctor Zhivago 
(arr. Palmer)
estimated duration: 7 minutes

Maurice Jarre’s unforgettable score for Doctor Zhivago 
(1965) combines sweeping romanticism with haunting 
melancholy, perfectly capturing the epic scale and 
emotional depth of the story. “Lara’s Theme,” the film’s 
central musical motif, is instantly recognizable, its wistful 
melody evoking the bittersweet romance between Yuri and 
Lara amidst the turmoil of the Russian Revolution. This 
arrangement highlights Jarre’s gift for creating themes that 
linger in the heart, transporting listeners to the vast, snow-
covered landscapes of Russia.

Miklós Rózsa			
Parade of the Charioteers from “Ben Hur”
estimated duration: 4 minutes

Miklós Rózsa’s score for Ben-Hur (1959) stands as one of 
the most celebrated achievements in film music history. 
The “Parade of the Charioteers” is a thrilling musical 
depiction of the grandeur and tension of the legendary 
chariot race. Combining bold fanfares with rhythmic 
intensity, Rózsa’s composition evokes the power and 
danger of the Roman arena. His masterful use of leitmotifs 
and historical authenticity in the music won him an 
Academy Award and immortalized this sequence as a 
cinematic masterpiece.



Sergei Rachmaninoff		
Vocalise, (arr. Rachmaninoff)
estimated duration: 6 minutes

Originally 
composed as a 
wordless song 
for soprano 
and piano, 
Rachmaninoff’s 
Vocalise 
transcends 
language to 
express pure 
emotion through 
melody. In this 
arrangement, 
the lyrical theme 
unfolds with 
aching beauty, 
showcasing 
Rachmaninoff’s 

genius for poignant simplicity. Its seamless flow and 
heartfelt expressiveness have made Vocalise a beloved 
favorite among audiences and performers alike. This 
arrangement for orchestra enhances its haunting quality, 
allowing the music to soar with added depth and color.

Sergei Rachmaninoff 	
Piano Concerto No. 2
estimated duration: 33 minutes

When he was in his mid-twenties, Rachmaninoff 
completed his First Symphony (1895). With the exception 
of his Piano Concerto No. 1, which he regarded as a 
student work, the Symphony was Rachmaninoff ’s first 
large-scale composition, and it was a disaster. The Russian 
composer César Cui derided it as a musical representation 
of the Seven Plagues of Egypt. The trouble seemed to 
come from the premiere performance (1897) rather than 
from the composition itself—the conductor was allegedly 
drunk on the podium—but whatever its cause, this serious 
professional embarrassment sent Rachmaninoff into an 
extended bout of apathy. He continued to perform and 
conduct, but he did not complete any new compositions 
for the next three years. 

His family and friends were seriously concerned about his 
condition, and so, beginning in early 1900, they convinced 
him to seek help from Dr. Nikolai Dahl, a Russian 
physician especially known for using hypnotherapy. 
According to Rachmaninoff’s account of this period, 
he met with Dahl every day for several months. During 

these meetings, Dahl repeated positive messages to the 
composer, encouraging him to write a new piano concerto 
by telling him, “You will begin to write your Concerto 
. . . You will work with great facility . . . The Concerto 
will be of an excellent quality.” This treatment was 
apparently effective because Rachmaninoff completed 
two movements of his Piano Concerto No. 2 in late 1900, 
and after he completed one more movement the following 
year, he dedicated the work to Dahl. Rachmaninoff ’s 
Second Piano Concerto was both an immediate and a 
long-lasting success. When only two movements were 
complete, he felt confident enough in the work to play 
it at a benefit concert for prison inmates, arranged by 
Princess Dorothea von Lieven, and he premiered the 
completed composition in 1901. After the success of these 
concerts, Rachmaninoff asked for and received financial 
support from a cousin, the conductor Alexander Siloti. 
Having a reliable source of income enabled Rachmaninoff 
to stop giving piano lessons, which he regarded as a 
distraction, and to devote much more of his attention to 
composing, which he did for the next two years. 

In addition to the role it played in ending a long period of 
writer’s block, the Second Piano Concerto also reappeared 
at several key moments in Rachmaninoff ’s life. He 
received a warm reception when he first played the work 
in London (1908), and he played it in several cities with 
the Boston Symphony Orchestra during his first tour of 
the United States (1909–1910). Rachmaninoff emigrated 
from Russia amid the Russian Revolution, and in his 
first concert as an expatriate, he played the Second Piano 
Concerto in Copenhagen (1918). Besides the many live 
performances he gave of the work throughout his lifetime, 
he also recorded it with Leopold Stokowski and the 
Philadelphia Orchestra (1923–1924 and again in 1929), 
when audio recording technology was still fairly novel. 

Praise has been heaped upon the Second Piano Concerto 
for generations. In an early biography, published while 
Rachmaninoff was still alive, one author writes that 
among all piano concertos, Rachmaninoff ’s Second 
“ranks with the best- known masterpieces” and that the 
work bears “the stamp of immortality.” A more recent 
book calls it “one of the best-loved pieces of music ever 
written.” 

The work has three movements: I. Moderato; II. Adagio 
sostenuto; and III. Allegro scherzando. It begins in C 
Minor and ends in C Major. Among the many interesting 
stops along the way, listen especially for the horn solo 
in the first movement, the flute and clarinet solos at the 
beginning of the second movement, and, of course, to the 
dazzling piano solo throughout. 
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With unparalleled client service and technical 
support from a dedicated team, Blackwell Insurance 
makes Risk Management and Insurance Buying 
a flawless and tailored experience with each 
individual client’s risk management needs and 
objectives.

People have so many options for Insurance buying, what 
makes you different?

Blackwell Insurance is a privately held, independently 
owned agency that takes pride in serving as trusted 
risk advisors. With over 50 years’ experience, 
Blackwell Insurance understands the potential 
pitfalls that can occur in the midst of a Catastrophic 
event. Our team creates custom solutions to provide 
programs with the best value in the market. Insuring 
with reputable carriers that will be there when 
needed most.

What is your business Philosophy?

To provide objective opinions in accordance to 
coverage placement and long-term strategy for 
insuring risks. Our clients’ best interest is the 
forefront of all our decision making.

How do you like to work with a client?

Blackwell Insurance prefers long term relationships 
with our clients. Insurance is only a promise to pay 
until you have a claim. We are here to assure that 
your assets are protected when a claim occurs. We 
provide counsel and oversight in the ever-evolving 
insurance marketplace. From initially purchasing all 
the right coverages with reputable carriers on the 
front end to claims consultation on the back end.

What would you tell clients about the rising cost of 
Insurance in Florida?

Blackwell Insurance has witnessed the market rates 
rise and fall throughout the years. The last few years 
the Property with Wind market has increased due to 
multiple catastrophic storm losses. The rates in 2008 
were at a high and fell for many years. The last few 
years the property with wind market has increased 
but with good loss experience, relief in the cost of 
the reinsurance rates, and additional capacity in the 
insurance marketplace the rates will come down 
again. 

www.blackwellinsurance.net  |  Tel: 850-769-2225

Understanding of the Florida Complex Insurance Marketplace 
allows Blackwell Insurance to offer a one-of-a-kind approach 
to Risk Management and Insurance Placement.





the Panama City Symphony!
PCMA 2024-2025 Season

Artrageous - November 22, 2024
The Greatest Love of All: A Whitney Houston Tribute - January 7, 2025

La Traviata presented by Peach State Opera - February 2, 2025
Shades of Bublé A three-man tribute to Michael Bublé - March 1, 2025
Velocity Irish tap and music - March 27, 2025

For more information and to purchase tickets visit
www.pcmusicassociation.com

supports

Not associated with the Estate of Whitney Houston



People  
you trust. 
Advice that  

works. 
Checking • Savings • Loans

Wealth Management* • Risk Services*

*Wealth Management and Risk Services products are:
Not FDIC Insured | Not Bank Guaranteed | Subject to Loss in Value
Not Bank Deposits | Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency









455 Harrison Avenue, Suite B
Panama City, Florida  32401

(850) 630 - 5086

MHIGDON@MICHAELHIGDONARCHITECT.COM

Michael HigdonMichael Higdon
Architect

WWW.MICHAELHIGDONARCHITECT.COM





Unlock Your Vision
Begin your custom home journey 

at our Cabalina model home.

1164 COVE POINTE DR.,  PANAMA CITY, FL 32401

850–265–6047  |   ARHOMES.COM/BCB

© 2024 BCB Construction, LLC, LIC#CGC1523187, is 
an independently owned and operated franchise.

850-909-0100 | www.ambrosia30a.com 



Believing... 
“People who know all kinds of people support 

policies that help all kinds of people.”

Believing . . .
“People who know all kinds of people support 

policies that help all kinds of people.”



The Antique Cottage
Swanky. Vintage. Smart.

903 Harrison Avenue, Downtown, Panama City
Open Tuesday thru Saturday

www.theantiquecottage850.com

Sergey Bogza accompanied Soprano Alexandra 
Razkazoff for a Musically Up Close 

evening concert on December 27, 2024.



#MeetMeDowntown in Panama City where vibrant energy meets captivating history! Immerse 
yourself in the arts and live music scene that pulses through every corner!



#MeetMeDowntown, where history and innovation collide, where art and heart intersect, and 
where every bite, beat, and brushstroke tells a story.



Downtown Panama City has undergone a remarkable revitalization. Discover a resilient 
community that has transformed adversity into a thriving hub of creativity and culture.



Painting by Rose Whitaker
Cello Cheer
In Appreciation of the Cello Principal
by Rita-Whitaker Haun

“Oh! If only we had clarinets! 
You have no idea 

of the effect of clarinets!”
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

In Appreciation of the Clarinet Principal
by Laura & Mike Mitchell

“The Violin - 
That most human of all instruments”

			   Louisa Mae Alcott

In Appreciation of the Violin II Principal
by Jeannie & Steve Millaway





Historic St. Andrews, a village by the bay where 
cultural attractions, entertainment, and commerce thrive.

1315 Beck Avenue
(850) 747 - 0011



827 Florida Ave
Lynn Haven, Florida

850-276-0462

827 Florida Ave
Lynn Haven, Florida

850-276-0462

ictoria’s

ictoria’s

V

V

Last Bite

Last Bite

1:00 - 2:00
Tuesday -
Saturday

Lynn Haven offers a unique blend of small-town charm and modern conveniences, 
creating an ideal environment for those seeking a peaceful yet active lifestyle.



Harrison Rivard & Duncan
A full-service consultancy offering 

seasoned legal counsel, 
effective government advocacy, 

public affairs strategy and a 
wealth of political instinct.

In appreciation of
the Horn Principal

101 Harrison Ave     (850)769-7714    harrisonrivard.com



Proud to be
a sponsor of the

Panama City Symphony

smyrnareadymix.com

GIVE HEALING 
EVERY ADVANTAGE
Register as a tissue donor today.

donatelifeflorida.org/register/
EX-2776

“Or in the all-golden afternoon
  A guest, or happy sister, sung,
   Or here she brought 
     the harp and flung
      A ballad to the brightening      	
	       moon.”  

	 Alfred
	 Tennyson     

Honoring
Panama City Symphony’s
Principal Harpist

Yvonne Traynham





Obtain the Property Report required by Federal law and read it before signing anything. No Federal agency has judged the merits or value, if any, of this property. WARNING: THE CALIFORNIA BUREAU OF REAL ESTATE HAS NOT  
INSPECTED, EXAMINED, OR QUALIFIED THE OFFERINGS. Latitude Margaritaville Kentucky Registration Number R-201. For NY Residents:  THE COMPLETE OFFERING TERMS FOR THE SALE OF LOTS ARE IN THE CPS-12 APPLICATION  
AVAILABLE FROM SPONSOR, LMWS, LLC. FILE NO. CP20-0062. Pennsylvania Registration Number OL001182. Latitude Margaritaville Watersound is registered with the Massachusetts Board of Registration of Real Estate Brokers and Salesmen,  
1000 Washington Street, Suite 710, Boston, MA 02118 and with the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, 1700 G Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20552. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required and has not been 
completed. The facilities and amenities described are proposed but not yet constructed. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only and are merely representative of current development plans. Development plans, amenities, facilities, dimensions, specifications, prices 
and features depicted by artists renderings or otherwise described herein are approximate and subject to change without notice. ©Minto Communities, LLC 2024. All rights reserved. Content may not be reproduced, copied, altered, distributed, stored, or transferred in 
any form or by any means without express written permission. Latitude Margaritaville and the Latitude Margaritaville logo are trademarks of Margaritaville Enterprises, LLC and are used under license. Minto and the Minto logo are trademarks of Minto Communities, LLC 
and/or its affiliates. St. Joe and the St. Joe logo are trademarks of The St. Joe Company and are used under license. CGC 1519880/CGC 120919. 2024

THE  
GOOD LIFE  

WON’T WAIT

LATITUDE MARGARITAVILLE WATERSOUND | (866) 527-0019 
Visit us at LatitudeMargaritaville.com or scan for more information

SCAN TO
 LEARN MORE!

Trade your alarm clock for steel drums and a long commute for a leisurely stroll.  
At Latitude Margaritaville, every day is a vacation where “wasting away” means  
soaking up the sun and every moment revolves around fun. 

HOMESITES ARE AVAILABLE NOW! 
GET THE BEST VALUE IN 55+ ACTIVE LIVING!
 
NEW HOMES FROM THE $300s.
LOW HOA FEES. NO CDD FEES.  |  SALES CENTER & 13 MODELS OPEN DAILY.



Empowering Dreams, Building Legacies, 
One Family at a Time

The Sostheim Group is here to help you buy or sell 
your home for the next generation of dreamers.

©2023 HJM on 30A, LLC dba Corcoran Reverie. All rights reserved. Corcoran & the Corcoran logo are registered service marks owned by Corcoran Group LLC. HJM on 30A, LLC dba 
Corcoran Reverie supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act & the Equal Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned & operated. FL Broker License # BK662303

Carly Sostheim, Luxury Property Specialist
                                 
                                 at Corcoran Reverie

c 850.814.4560 | o 850.231.5030 
carly.sostheim@corcorangroup.com
315 Harrison Ave, Panama City, FL 32401



EDUCATION
ENVIRONMENTAL

STEWARDSHIP
HEALTH CARE

The St .  Joe Community Foundation

is  proud to support

P A N A M A  C I T Y  S Y M P H O N Y
as

Grand Marquee Sponsor
Community Outreach & Music Educat ion

E N R I C H I N G  T H E  Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F EE N R I C H I N G  T H E  Q U A L I T Y  O F  L I F E
FOR PEOPLE WHO LIVE, WORK, AND PLAY 
I N  N O R T H WE S T  F LO R I D A  S I N C E  1 9 9 9
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